
 

 

Superintendent’s Message 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members, 

Welcome to South Holland District 150.  Join us in welcoming all new families and the following 
newly hired staff to our district: Jerome Ferrell, Principal, McKinley Elementary and Junior High 
Schools; Carla Cunningham, 2nd grade teacher, Greenwood; Ashley Dacio, 3rd grade teacher, 
Greenwood;  Rebecca Gannuscio, 1st grade teacher, Greenwood; Lisa Pringle, Pre-K teacher, 
Greenwood;  Michael Spesia, physical education teacher, McKinley; Deanna Staley, 7th grade 
science teacher, McKinley; Erica Sims, 5th grade teacher, McKinley; Meagan Vinson, 5th grade 
teacher, McKinley. 
 
The staff again met over the summer to work on curriculum development and assessment in 
preparation for the Common Core Standards (CCS) that will be administered to students in 
grades 3 – 8 this year.  Last year, schools across the state of Illinois saw a decrease in student 
achievement of at least 20% due to the implementation of the new state assessment.  The test 
results from last year’s assessment had not been received from the state. However, the state 
superintendent reported that the scores are low.  Information regarding student achievement 
will be shared as soon as the results are received.  The state assessment covers student 
proficiency in English/language arts and mathematics.  Benchmarks for grade level achievement 
will be set using this years’ data.   
 
This year, we are piloting a new reading and math series with an interest to adopt a new series 
for reading and math aligned to the common core standards.  We are pleased with the hard 
work and commitment of staff and administration to prepare our students to become college 
and career ready. 
 
We encourage parents/guardians to be involved in your child’s educational training.   We 
encourage you to attend Parent/Teacher Conferences, review mid quarter progress reports and 
review your child’s grades regularly on PowerSchool.  If you have questions or concerns 
regarding your child’s performance, contact the teachers and principal if needed.  It is 
imperative that home and school work together as partners to ensure student academic 
success. 
 
Three years ago, the principals requested that you respond to the state’s parent survey called 
the 5Essentials.  The survey is designed to be used by individual schools for improvement and 
growth.  You will be hearing from the principals soon regarding your participation with this 
survey.  They will also ask teachers and students to take the 5Essential survey that has been 
developed for them.  Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation. 
 
Educationally yours, 
Jerry Jordan, Ed.D. 


